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| THE RIS AN DECUNE or

FIDEL CASTRO
istory

An Issay in Contempaorary 1
By Maurice Hdlperin
University of California.
380 pp. $12.95

By LEE LOCKWOOD

MAURICE IALPERIN has had an-un-
usually checkered career. According 1o
the dust jacket of his book, he was
“twice forced out of teaching positions
at American universities on account of
his political beliefs.” Ile then spent three
years on the faculty of the USSR Acad-
emy " of Sciences and nearly six years
(1862-68) at {he University of Havana,
recruited by no legs a personage than
Che Guevara. Iie is much-traveled not
only geographically (lie now teaches at
Simon Jraser University in British Co-
lumbia) but alsg academically: having
hegun with a doctorate in comparative
literature {Sorbonne), he has been, at
various thnes, a developmental econo-

LEE LOCKWOOD is (he author ¢of Cas-
tro’s Cuba, Cuba’s Fidel,
; .

mist. @ political scientist, and now, in
this book, a hiztorian. o

This strangely unseitled biography is
interesting more for {he (uostions 3¢
Jdaises than for those it answers,
example, considering  hig backgroun s,
there is a cwious absence of Mayy--:
analysis in Halperin's history.
than viewing Cuba’s revolution as a dia-
lectica) procoss, he toes ifg rise, first (o
power aid then 1o infernational promi-
nHencey, as a “great anomaly,” (e ye
of 2 serins of “fortuilons nccidoms” a
Kind of hy-product of the Cold War i
could roat Tave ocenrred had Waushinzlen
beer wiser and had not the Soviet Uninn
Beew al odds with the Uniied States, and

e
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- feuding with Peking.

[ principle (though ho wsun

Thus, says Halperin, when ¥idel Cas-
fro attacked {be, Monecada barracks in
1953 1t was a “great stroke of luck to
have failed” hecause the time wasn't ripe
for his revolution. When Castro came {o
Washingion in 1039 “waving an olive
branch,” only {0 be civen the cold shoul-
der by Eisenhower, “it was another one
of those providential mishaps, like the
Moncada defeat, that paved the way for
his meteoric rise to {wme.” Likewise, it
was a *‘most extraordinary chromological
coincidence” that Fidel came {o power
“at almost the precise moment when the
Soviel Union acquired both the capability
and willingness 1o underwrite the survive
al of a revolution 6000 miles from its hor-
der and 90 miles {rom the United Slates”;
and “a fortuitous development of decisive
Importance for ine Cuban revolution”
that Russian oil production had reached
-an exportable surplus by July 1960, when
Cuba nationalized all forcizn refineries.
Since virtually ol of Cuban power is
derived from oil, Ha perin states, the
revolution would have heen “throttled
in its infancy” but for this lucky coinci-
dence. Lte,, ete, This is history?

. Even more glaring is the complete ab-
sence of the Cuban people from ihis
hook, while Castro himscis is seen almost
exclusively from the perspective of inters
national relations, To he sure, the author

0

prevides a useful, if not oviginnl, analysis
of the gignificant events in Cuban-Ameri-
can, Cuban-Russian and Cuban-Chinese
relations, together with cenormously de-
tailed  exegesis of some of Castra’s
soceches (to ane 1963 speech alone he
tevotes three full chapters), Xhyushehev
and Eennedy ave deserined as “two high-
Iv capable and essentinlly sober Jeaders”
who, “by sheer good Iuck” were in the
drivers’ seals when {he missile crisis took
Mace-—an evalualion {o which other his.
torians may take exeeption, to put it
nilaly. Castro, on the other haad, while
given his due as a shraved politizian, is
depicted as a verhose ang ofilen irrational
megalomaniac who buis power above

e

“ o Though tne Hogk o
seholarly and dera led, there
is practically nothing in it
ithat could nat have Leep ye.
searched and written in g
good American library.,, .»
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doesn't lie
u;ﬂu.a-s he has o), ang whose amdispje
p};_nml enthnsizsig would drjve Lim fo
ram it he weren't so damned charige
wmalie,
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Casiro™s also a cryplo-royalist, accord-

ing 1o Halperin:

In his chance meeting with peasants
or factory workers during his con-
stant comings and goings, he would
always {real them with a great deal
of consideration. , . . This mannecr
of ¢unickly putting “litile people” at
case and heariug them out has been
mistaken hy some as a manifestation
of Fidel's egalitarian spirit, but it is
« .« the benevolence of the truly no-
ble ruler foward his most humble
subjects,

Ha!perixﬁs hook Is riddled with this soxt
of petulant and completely undocument-

ed esserlion. If he is right, one would
think thot the Cubans would have caught
on after 14 years, . .

Lis’ auswer—consistently implied but
never stated outright---is that tiie Cuban
masses are gullible, happy-co-lucky semi-
savages of the tropies who are so en-
thralied by Fidel's oratory and so proud.
of the national identity and inteynational
prominence {o which he has led them
that they are content to follow him-any-
where—like lemmings to the sea, if
pezd ha, . i

iinally,” one wonders how Halperin
passed bis time during his six Jong years
in Cuba, a.rich and exciting period for
any forcigner to have been lucky enough
to witness. From the cvidence in his
hook, he scems {o have seen nothing of
the fascinating and volalile-social forces
al work on the island. Indeed, he seems
scavcely to have ventured out of Havana,
Though the book is scholarly and de-
lailed, there is practically nothing in it
that could not have been yesearched and
vritten in a good American library, with-
out his cver having visited Cuba. The
Cuban revolution, whatever “its fluctua-
lions, its difficulties and its shortcomings,
has beer from the beginning an intensely
dynamic and—yes—even dialectical proc-
ess in which the Cuban people—peasants,
workers, politicians, infelleetuals—have
played a protagonist role along  with
their Jeaders. In Halperin’s hook they
are relepaled to the siatus of a Greek

- chorus (lacking, in fact, even that much

enlightenment), mostly off-stage, while
out on the prosceniwm Fidel rides ramp-
ant; shrewd, messianie, deluded, slugging

- it out with the world.

Hualperin's study covers only the period
1959-64; the years, he asserts, of Castro's
“rise” but also the period when the
“seeds” of his decline were sown, Pre-
swawnly they will sprout m volume {wo
(1864-69), on which the auther js cny-
reatly al work, e Jiad hettey burew.
Given the “accidenial” ways of history,
Fidel Castro may well be on the rise
again hy the tisme the “decline” is pub-
AN



